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ENVH 111 – Exploring Environmental Health Connections 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course serves as a portal through which students can learn about the complex and multi-
disciplinary field of Environmental Health Sciences. The natural environment presents a rich 
variety of hazards to human health: chemical, physical and biological. To these our species has 
added its own assortment of hazards; for example, synthetic pesticides, industrial pollution and 
toxic waste. Environmental Health Sciences is the study of the health consequences of human-
environment interaction. It is also an applied science, with an emphasis on prevention or 
intervention to eliminate or reduce human health risks. Each week the course will focus on a 
major environmental health hazard or controversy such as, food, chemical and workplace 
safety, indoor and outdoor air pollution, water quality and security, and climate change raising 
issues of science and policy through lecture and discussion. 

The course is structured in weekly modules with each module devoted to a particular 
environmental or occupational health issue.  Tuesday and Thursday class sessions will be 
lecture/class discussion format. Friday class sessions will be student presentations. Additional 
topics will be covered in lectures during weeks with holidays or exams. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this course, students will be able to 

1. Identify major current and historic environmental health hazards 
2. Describe the various approaches to identifying and studying these hazards 
3. Describe the various exposure pathways and routes of human exposure to environmental 

hazards 
4. Describe the various approaches to link environmental exposures to human health effects 
5. Describe the major agencies, programs, and organizations involved in environmental and 

occupational health protection. 
6. List the variety of environmental and occupational health professions and their roles. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
♦ Read assigned articles and respond to instructor’s questions 
♦ Participate in group discussions and student presentations 
♦ Complete in-class exams 

 
1) Read assigned articles and respond to instructor’s questions: Students will be assigned one 
article to read each week. You will be responsible for reading the article and responding to the 
questions below. 
 
Questions for assigned Articles 

1) What is the environmental health hazard and why is it important? 
2) Who is being exposed to the environmental health hazard and how are they being 

exposed (sources, pathways, routes)? 
3) What health effects are discussed in relation to exposure to the environmental health 

hazard, what information is provided regarding amount of exposure related to these 
effects (dose-response) and why are they important? 

4) What public health agencies are responsible for regulating the environmental health 
hazard and/or responding to the hazardous threat? 

5) Comment on how you think the source of the information (author, quoted experts, 
etc) may have influenced the content of the article and discuss at least 2 issues that 
you would like to have additional information on to be able to better understand the 
link between the environmental health hazard and the health effects described. 

 
Written responses to the questions should be approximately 1 page in length and will be 
submitted as PDF files via the Canvas dropbox (under Assignments on the course website). 
Responses are due no later than 11PM on Mondays. Responses submitted after 11PM on 
Mondays but before noon on Tuesdays will be discounted for being late. No responses will be 
accepted after noon on Tuesdays.  
 
Please Title your file: Topic and Last Name 

For example: Food Burbacher.pdf 
 



ENVH 111. 2013 Page 3 of 8 
 

2) Participate in Group Discussions and Student Presentations: Student presentations will take 
place during weeks 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9. The class will be divided into 12 groups. Each group will 
choose an article about a contemporary issue related to the topic under discussion for that 
week. The source of the article can be the popular press or an academic journal (Pubmed). 
Groups will prepare a 5-minute power-point presentation (5-8 slides) summarizing the major 
points of the article. The summary should address the 5 questions listed above (see assigned 
articles) in any format that the group prefers. If the article does not include information 
requested in one of the questions, additional resources should be used and listed as 
references at the end of the ppt presentation. An example article and presentation will be 
provided in class. 

Each group will choose 2 “presenters” for each presentation. Since there are 6 topics, every 
student in the group will be a “presenter” on at least one topic. The “presenters” are 
responsible for making sure all deadlines are met for the presentations as well as giving the 
presentation on Friday. 

Groups will be given time to meet after lectures on Tuesdays and Thursdays to choose articles, 
decide on “presenters”, choose titles for the presentations and develop the power-point 
presentations. You are expected to attend class and participate in these group activities. If you 
are going to miss class, please email the TA to let us know. Additional out-of-class work on the 
power-point presentations is expected. A page on the class website (see Modules page) has 
been set up for each group to exchange files and discuss progress on the presentations. This 
should help in developing your presentations. This page should only be used for posting 
comments related to your presentations. 

All articles must be approved by the instructors by the end of class on the Tuesday before the 
presentation. A file containing the initial “title slide” must be submitted in the form of a PDF 
via the Canvas dropbox (see assignments page on website) by noon on the Wednesday before 
the presentation. The “title slide” should include 1) The title for your presentation, 2) the 
names of the presenters, 3) the names of the other members in the group, and 4) a full 
reference for the article (see below for reference formats). For those of you who want to plan 
ahead, you get your article approved and submit this initial “title slide” anytime before the 
deadline. 

Please Title Your PDF file: Topic, Group #, Title Slide 

For example: Food Group 1 Title Slide.pdf 

Files of the power-point presentations in the form of PDFs must be submitted via the Canvas 
dropbox (see assignments page on website) by 10AM on the day of the presentation. 
Presentations submitted after the 10AM deadline but before noon will be discounted. No 
presentations will be accepted after noon on the day of the presentation. This schedule will 
allow us to upload the files on the class website and on the class laptop before class to ensure 
everything is ready to go. No substitution of files at class will be allowed. The schedule for the 
presentations will be very tight, so it is important that we utilize the full 50 min of class time. 
Presentations will take place on Fridays. 

Please Title Your PDF file: Topic and Group # 

For example: Food Group 1.pdf 
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Article Reference Formats 

Referencing a Journal Article: Authors, Article Title, Name of Journal, Year Published, Volume 
Number, Page Numbers 

Example:  Goode B, O’Reilly C, Dunn J, et al. Outbreak of Escherichia coli O157: H7 Infections 
After Petting Zoo Visits, North Carolina State Fair, Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med. 2009;163:42-48. 

Referencing a News Article: Authors, Article Title, Website Title, Publisher of Website, Day 
Month Year article was published, Web, Day Month Year article was accessed, <URL> 

Example:  Urbina, Ian, As OSHA Emphasizes Safety, Long-Term Health Risks Fester, New York 
Times.com, March 30, 2013, Web, September 25, 2013, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/31/us/osha-emphasizes-safety-health-risks-fester.html 

 
3) Complete In-class exams: There will be two exams: a 50-minute closed-book exam on 
November 1st based on material from the first half of the quarter (weeks 1-5); and a 50-minute 
closed-book exam on December 6th class based on material from the entire quarter, with an 
emphasis on material from the second half of the quarter (weeks 6-11). The midterm and final 
exams will be multiple-choice questions or questions requiring brief answers and will cover 
material from the lectures and readings. 
 

Text: No text is required. Readings will be available through the course website. 
 

GRADING 
Written responses to the assigned articles will be graded based on a 10 point scale (score of 0 
(no response), 1 (partial response) or 2 (complete response) for each question). Responses will 
be submitted via the Canvas dropbox (under Assignments on the course website). 

In-class presentations will be graded based on a 12 point scale (score of 0 (no response), 1 
(partial response) or 2 (complete response) for answers to each of the 5 questions, plus 0-2 
points for the quality of the presentation (format, organization, timing (so make sure you get 
the information presented in 5 minutes)). PDFs of presentations will be submitted via the 
Canvas dropbox (under Assignments on the course website). 

The in-class midterm and final exams will each be graded based on a 100 point scale.  

Your final grade will be based on the following: 
♦ Average grade on written responses to weekly assigned articles = 20%  (% out of 70 

points) get grade point equivalent and multiple grade point equivalent by 0.20) 

♦ Average grade on in-class presentations = 30% (% out of 72 points) get grade point 
equivalent and multiple grade point equivalent by 0.30. 

♦ Grade on In-class midterm exam = 25% (% out of 100 points) get grade point equivalent 
and multiple grade point equivalent by 0.25. 

♦ Grade on In-class final exam = 25% (% out of 100 points) get grade point equivalent and 
multiple grade point equivalent by 0.25. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/31/us/osha-emphasizes-safety-health-risks-fester.html�
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A standard Grade scale that translates percentage scores into Grade Point Equivalents is 
located on the site below. 

http://faculty.washington.edu/scstroup/Gradescale.html 

Example 
Average Grade on Written responses = 60 out of 70 or 85.7% or 3.3 GPA X 0.20 = 0.66 
Average Grade on In-Class Presentations = 65 out of 72 or 90.3% or 3.5 GPA X 0.30 = 1.05 
Grade on Midterm Exam = 75 out of 100 or 75%   or 2.2 GPA X 0.25 = 0.55 
Average grade on written responses = 90 out of100 or 90%  or 3.3 GPA X 0.25 = 0.83 
Grade for Class (0.66 + 1.05 + 0.55 + 0.83) = 3.09 or 3.1 
 

Warning: Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the appropriation of another person’s ideas, processes, results or words without 
giving appropriate credit, is considered academic misconduct. Students are expected to 
reference all work and give appropriate attribution for all materials cited, including any 
reference to websites or articles.  More information is available at 
http://depts.washington.edu/grading/conduct/index.html. Click on link to “Student Academic 
Responsibility” for a detailed description of plagiarism and other student conduct issues. In 
addition, we recommend the following online tools to help you avoid plagiarism: 

1. "Getting Real About Plagiarism," the 7-part video by Assistant Professor of English, Leisha 
Stolt, at Ivy Tech Community College. The URL for part 1 ("Video 1 of 7") can be found at 
http://youtu.be/m0GJ_bErmRc and the other 6 parts are listed in the right margin of that page. 

2. Purdue University Online Writing Lab website, about "Avoiding plagiarism."  

a. Overview and Contradictions:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/ 

b. Is it Plagiarism Yet?:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/ 

c. Safe Practices:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/ 

3. "Plagiarism Self Test," by Western Carolina University:  http://www.wcu.edu/11869.asp 

Plagiarism will result in the student receiving a “0” on the assignment.  
 
Any plagiarism also will be reported to the Committee on Academic Conduct. A hold is 
placed on the student's registration until he or she meets with an officer of the Committee.  
Students have the right to appear before the Committee to offer testimony. If found guilty, 
the student will receive one of the following punishments, listed in order of increasing 
severity. All actions are reported to the Vice President for Student Affairs and recorded 
permanently in the student's record. 
 
1. Disciplinary warning: verbal or written notification that the student has not met the 
University's standards of conduct, and that a repeated offense will result in more serious 
disciplinary action. It is not the case that first offenses receive a stricter response, with 
warnings reserved for cases with unusual mitigating circumstances. 
 

http://faculty.washington.edu/scstroup/Gradescale.html�
http://depts.washington.edu/grading/conduct/index.html�
http://youtu.be/m0GJ_bErmRc�
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/�
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/�
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/�
http://www.wcu.edu/11869.asp�
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2. Reprimand: a written statement censuring a student for violating University regulations, 
and stating that another offense will result in more serious action. This is normally 
considered a lenient response, even for first offenses. 
 
3. Restitution: requirement that the student compensate the University or other persons 
for damages, injuries, or losses. Failure to comply results in canceled registration and a hold 
on future registration. 
 
4. Disciplinary Probation: an action that places conditions on the student continued 
attendance at the University, including the statement that further violation of University 
policies will likely result in dismissal. The Committee fixes the term and conditions of 
academic probation. First offenses often result in probation. 
 
5. Dismissal: a written statement notifying a student that his or her attendance at the 
University has been terminated for violating University policy. The statement includes the 
term of the dismissal and conditions for readmittance, if any. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

Disability Notice 
If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact 
Disability Services Office: Suite 836, Condon Hall 1100 NE Cam pus Parkw ay, Voice: 206-543-
6450 or 206-543-6452 (TTY).  If you have a letter from Disability Resources for Students Office 
indicating you have a disability that requires academic accommodations, please present the 
letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations you might need for class. 
 
Participation: Your appreciation and understanding of the issues will be strongly enhanced 
through regular participation in the class.  You will be expected to read assignments before 
coming to class and be prepared to discuss the readings and respond to questions. 
 
Common Courtesy: We expect students attending class to give their full attention to class 
activities; so please, no use of cell phones (including texting) and no web surfing or checking e-
mail during class. Thank you! 
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ENVH 111 – Exploring Environmental Health Connections 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

W
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Topic Lecturer 

Room 

1 
09/26 Th Course Overview Burbacher T747 
09/27 Fr EH Basics Burbacher A420 

2 
10/01 Tu EH Basics Burbacher T747 
10/03 Th EH Basics Burbacher T747 
10/04 Fr EH Basics Burbacher A420 

3 

10/08 Tu Food for Thought Burbacher T747 

10/10 Th Initiative   522-Labeling Genetically Modified Foods Yes & No 
Campaign T747 

10/11 Fr Food Presentations Students A420, SOCC303 

4 

10/15 Tu Occupational Health and Safety: 
 The Price We Pay to Get Paid Cohen T747 

10/17 Th 
Product substitution: Comparing apples and oranges 

or red delicious  
      to granny smiths? 

Cohen T747 

10/18 Fr Occupational  Health Presentations Students A420, SOCC303 

5 
10/22 Tu Air Polluiton Burbacher T747 
10/24 Th South Seattle Community Exposure to Diesel Exhaust Fox T747 
10/25 Fr Air Presentations Students A420, SOCC303 

6 
10/29 Tu Children's EH Burbacher T747 
10/31 Th Safe Toys   Legislation in WA State Burbacher T747 
11/01 Fr In-Class Midterm Burbacher A420 

7 
11/05 Tu When Animals Attack Burbacher T747 
11/07 Th  Dykstra T747 
11/08 Fr Zoonosis Presentations Students A420, SOCC303 

8 
11/12 Tu Hazardous Waste in   Your Backyard Burbacher T747 
11/14 Th Duwamish River Superfund Site Cummings T747 
11/15 Fr Waste Presentations Students A420, SOCC303 
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9 
11/19 Tu Water Burbacher T747 
11/21 Th  Dalton T747 
11/22 Fr Water Presentations Students A420, SOCC303 

10 
11/26 Tu Climate Change Fenske T747 
11/28 Th Thanksgiving No Class  
11/29 Fr Thanksgiving No Class  

11 

12/03 Tu Some Topics We Didn’t Have Time For Burbacher T747 

12/05 Th Final Exam Overview, Course Evaluation -Attendance 
Taken Burbacher T747 

12/06 Fr Final Exam Burbacher A420 
 
 
 

ENVH 111 – Exploring Environmental Health Connections 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND DEADLINES 

 
 
Week  Assignment    Due Date Time Due 
2  Basic EH Readings Discussion 9/30  In-Class 
3  Food Reading Summary  10/7  11PM 
3  Food Presentation Title Slide  10/9  NOON 
3  Food Presentation   10/11  10AM 
4  OcHlth Reading Summary  10/14  11PM 
4  OcHlth Presentation Title Slide 10/16  NOON 
4  OcHlth Presentation   10/18  10AM 
5  Air Reading Summary   10/21  11PM 
5  Air Presentation Title Slide  10/23  NOON 
5  Air Presentation   10/25  10AM 
7  Animals Reading Summary  11/4  11PM 
7  Animals Presentation Title Slide 11/6  NOON 
7  Animals Presentation   11/8  10AM 
8  Waste Reading Summary  11/11  11PM 
8  Waste Presentation Title Slide 11/13  NOON 
8  Waste Presentation   11/15  10AM 
9  Water Reading Summary  10/18  11PM 
9  Water Presentation Title Slide 10/20  NOON 
9  Water Presentation   10/22  10AM 
10  Climate Change Reading Summary 11/25  11PM 
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