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• Lack of exposure to trade skills

• Discrimination in hands-on training and securing hours

• Harassment
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“You could die any day if you stick 
your finger in the wrong place at 
the wrong time”

“The normal wear and tear…I mean 
I’ve only done it for two years, and I 
can already feel it in my back and 
my knees.”

• Dangerous work environment
• Slips/trips/falls
• Electricity
• Loud noise
• Chemical exposure

• Chronic injuries
• Complacency
• Management prioritizing 

production over safety
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Apprentice electrician



“It’s always hard to break into a group. And there’s a certain amount 
of…hazing, just pulling tricks on the new person that happens.”

“I just don’t use the bathroom. I mean, I 
only work like five minutes from my 
house so it’s like I will hold it all day long. 
I hate it—I cannot stand Honey Buckets.”

• Job insecurity
• No paid sick leave
• Inadequate bathrooms
• Macho culture
• Hazing

Journeyman carpenter
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“[Women and minorities] are not told 
all the safety concerns of their trade, or 
how to do something safely, but left out 
to fend for themselves because there is 
a group of people who don’t think they 
should be there.”

“It’s like being under a magnifying 
glass every day you go to work.”

Retired electrician

• Inadequate PPE
• Physical limitations
• Sexual harassment

Journeywoman electrician

• Gender discrimination
• Overcompensation
• Tokenism
• Poor work/life balance
• Fear of layoff for 

reporting concerns
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