
About the MS Applied Degree

Students in the Applied MS degree complete an internship 
that can involve a project. 

From this project, they are required to complete a 
culminating report that is related to an internship 
experience. 

This is generally completed in the Autumn quarter of year 2. 

This is done in lieu of a thesis. 



What Constitutes a Project? 
Type 1 Report:
The project should address a specific environmental or occupational health issue or 
concern and may derive from work with a faculty member or from an internship experience. 
It may include analysis of novel data collected by the student or may rely on summarizing 
and interpreting previously collected data, literature-based information, or other sources as 
part of the internship experience 

Type 2 Report:
Some internships are more practice-based and provide a broad range of experiences rather 
than a single focused project. In these cases, the student will work with their Faculty 
Internship Adviser and Project Committee to develop a rigorous report analyzing, discussing, 
and critiquing a specific practice-based aspect of the work they completed during their 
internship experience 



Timeline
In Autumn quarter of year 1, attend an internship orientation with the Faculty Internship Advisor (Marty 
Cohen), Manager of Experiential Learning & Career Services (Dan Poux) and Manager of Student and 
Academic Services (Trina Sterry). 

During Autumn, Winter and Spring quarters of year 1, research and apply for internships. 

By the end of Spring quarter of year 1, have the internship approved by the Faculty Internship Advisor 
and identify a Faculty Project Advisor.

After accepting an internship, complete and submit the Graduate Internship Work Plan Form.

After submitting the Graduate Internship Work Plan, form a Project Committee. 

In Autumn quarter of year 2, Register for ENV H 599. You will complete all related requirements for 599 
prior to and during your internship experience.

During Autumn quarter of year 2, register for ENV H 598 and complete all related requirements, including 
the written Project Report, oral presentation of the project at a public meeting, and an oral examination 
by the Project Committee. 





Applied Project Advising Roles
Initial Faculty Mentor (Varies by student) - Initial Faculty Mentors serve as connection points for incoming 
master's students.  They work with the student to help them think through their project interests. The Initial 
Faculty Mentor does not need to have expertise in their student's area of interest, and in many cases the Faculty 
Mentor will not ultimately become the student's Faculty Project Adviser.  

Faculty Internship Adviser (Marty Cohen) -- The Faculty Internship Adviser ensures that student internships are 
appropriate for graduate-level academic credit.

Experiential Learning Manager (Dan Poux) -- The Experiential Learning Manager provides guidance to students 
during their internship search, acts as a liaison between the internship site and UW, and maintains records of 
student internship placements.

Faculty Project Adviser (Varies by student) -- The Faculty Project Adviser provides guidance throughout, and 
ultimately approves student project development.

Internship Site Supervisor -- The Internship Site Supervisor is the employer representative/supervisor for the 
internship. The Internship Site Supervisor (i) provides day-to-day supervision of the student during the 
internship, (ii) works with the student and the Faculty Project Adviser to identify a suitable internship project, (iii) 
works with the student during the internship to ensure successful execution of the project.



Project & Report Expectations

The proposed project and resulting written project report should be rigorous, 
demonstrate original thought, and examine a current environmental or 
occupational health issue or problem that is relevant to professional practice in 
the student’s area of interest. 

The written report (typically ≈ 20 to 30 single spaced pages including figures and 
works cited) is reviewed and accepted by the Project Committee. Once accepted, 
the report will be filed with the department’s Office of Academic Services.



Examples of 
Recent MS 

Applied 
Projects

https://deohs.washington.edu/student-research?tid%5B%5D=709&title=
https://deohs.washington.edu/student-research?tid%5B%5D=709&title=





